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9 January 2022
The Baptism of the Lord (C)
Masses & Intentions
Sat 8
6pm
Sun 9
9.30am
11am
12.30pm

Feria of Christmas
Hugo Clifford-Holmes RIP
The Baptism of The Lord
Fr Robert Ellis & Fr John Slater RIP
People of the Parish
Baptism: Anastasia Gabriella Stand
The end of the Christmas season
Readings at Mass: Sunday: Year C
Weekdays: wk 1, cycle 2/psalter wk 1
Mon 10
Feria
9.30am
Patients in Springfield Hospital
Tues 11
Feria
9.30am
Int. of Teresa O’Neill & Family
Wed 12
St Aelred of Rievaulx / St Benet
Biscop
No Mass Today
Thurs 13
St Hilary
9.30am
Christine Nixon RIP
Fri 14
Feria
9.30am
Thanksgiving (SJ)
Sat 15
The Blessed Virgin Mary
6pm
People of the Parish – Care for the
Earth
Sun 16
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.30am
Patrick Bradley RIP
11am
Chance Family - Thanksgiving

Readings: Baptism of the Lord
1st reading: Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11
Resp. Psalm 103: Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God,
how great you are.
2nd reading: Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Alleluia, alleluia! Someone is coming, said John,
someone greater than I. He will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire. Alleluia!
GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
The Pope’s prayer intentions for January: for all
those suffering from religious discrimination and
persecution. May their rights and dignity be
recognised.

Spiritual Communion Prayer

My Jesus, I believe
that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I
love You above all things and I desire to receive You
into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive
you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace you as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to
be separated from You.

A Very Happy New Year and many blessings we
pray on all God’s people during 2022. The Book of
Numbers (read on 1 January – the Solemnity of
Mary, the Mother of God) has a beautiful blessing
which we can make our own: May the Lord bless
you and keep you. May the Lord let his face shine on
you and be gracious to you. May the Lord uncover
his face to you and bring you peace.

Ordinary Time (OT) before Lent

No particular
aspect of the mystery of Christ is celebrated, but
rather the mystery of Christ itself is honoured in
its fulness, especially on Sundays. The Roman
Missal (p130) reminds us: On the first day of each
week, which is known as the Day of the Lord or the
Lord’s Day, the Church, by an apostolic tradition
which draws its origin from the very day of the
Resurrection of Christ, celebrates the Paschal
Mystery. Hence Sunday must be considered the
primordial feast day. This part of OT begins
tomorrow 10 January and extends to and includes
Shrove Tuesday 1 March.

The Cycle of Prayer for OT before Lent: [1] Peace
on Earth (esp 2nd Sunday in OT); [2] Openness to
the Word of God (esp 3rd Sunday in OT); [3] Justice
& Peace in the world (esp on Racial Justice Sunday
13 February); [4] Christian Unity (esp during the
Octave 18-25 January); [5] Victims of Trafficking
and those who work to combat it (esp on Day for
Victims of Trafficking 8 February); [6] the Sick and
those who care for them (esp on World Day of the
Sick 11 February); [7] the Unemployed (esp on the
Day for the Unemployed 27 February).

Our prayers are requested for Mary Birch, Tony
Harlow, Fiona Hopwood, Angelo & Maria Lopez,
John Napier, Joan Rundle, Raie Smith and Mrs
Tran.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Patricia
Jayawardena who died on 15 December. One of the
priests from St Elizabeth’s, Richmond, will
officiate at Pat’s funeral service on 20 January at
12noon at Mortlake Crematorium. All are welcome.
Please also pray for Tom Gregan, brother of Ann
Gregan, who died on 1 January. Tom’s Funeral Mass
is at St Winefride’s on 4 February at 9.30am with
the committal at Mortlake Crematorium at
10.40am. Our prayers are also requested for the
repose of the souls of Harry Sweeney (father of
Karen Alford) and Paul Webb (cousin of Oona
Stannard). Please also pray for the repose of the
soul of Denis Keane. May they rest in peace. Amen.

The Parish offers very grateful thanks to everyone
who helped in all manner of ways to prepare our
church for Christmas and the New Year and to
ensure that we give thanks and praise to God in a
truly worthy and dignified manner. Thank you all
very much.

Livestream Masses Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri at
9.30am and 11am Sundays via YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvvsj3giEOJ
emlLQxHvMT6g or go to YouTube and then search
Our Lady of Loreto & St Winefride.

A New Calendar Year is now in its second week.
We are still living with the uncertainty of these
days. However, that uncertainty and the
importance of following sensible and safe
protocols is placed in the context of the Certainty
of Our Faith: The Word Made Flesh. God who
loves us and the Son of God who is in our midst.
Can I offer a word of encouragement in this
regard? The sacrifice and goodness of so many
people over these two years is truly a light shining
in our world. For us, it is part of the greater Light
who is Christ. The Magi – the Epiphany on 6
January - were guided by the Star and the
Scriptures. They came to Bethlehem (meaning
literally ‘House of Bread’) to meet the Christ child.
How are we guided? Yes, in the same way: by the
Scriptures and the Bread of Life. Where? In the
Mass, the Eucharist. Let us encourage each other
to come together to celebrate the Mass, especially
the weekend Sunday Mass.
Our lives are
immeasurably enriched when we open them to
Christ in the Eucharist. We all yearn for
‘normality’. Normality for the Christian in centred
in the Mass. Perhaps it’s no bad thing to remind
ourselves of what our Bishops wrote before
Christmas:

Honouring Sunday and the Sunday ‘Obligation’:
our Bishops write: The Sunday Eucharist is a gift;
as God’s holy people we are called to praise and
thank God in the most sublime way possible. When

the Church speaks of the Sunday obligation, it
reminds us that attending Mass is a personal
response to the selfless offering of Christ’s love. The
Sunday ‘obligation’ is still in abeyance as the virus
continues to be prevalent.
The Bishops have
recently asked all Catholics ‘to reflect on the
centrality of the Eucharist to their own life of faith
and take into consideration their personal
circumstances and the reasons as to whether they
can now attend [Mass] or otherwise. Should a
person feel that grave cause honestly persists in
their personal circumstances, there is no sin
associated with their non-attendance at Mass, and
they are encouraged to devote themselves to prayer
at home. This may be achieved either through
personal prayer or by participating with a livestreamed celebration of Mass from a Church’.

WE MISS YOU is an initiative of our diocese to
welcome back to Mass those who have not been in
church for a while. The greatest evangelisation
comes about through ENCOUNTER – look at the
way Jesus meets people and transforms their lives.
Jesus speaks and acts through us in so many ways.
Consider inviting someone to Mass this new year.
There is a very helpful booklet ‘The Ultimate
Relationship’. Your reaching out will change
someone’s life. A word of encouragement can sow
a seed …

Altar Servers

All who have received their First
Holy Communion are invited to join our altar
serving team. It does require a commitment but it
is a great privilege to serve. It would be wonderful
to have servers at all our weekend Masses.

Welcome to Anastasia Gabriella Stand, baptised
into the new life of Christ on 9 January at St
Winefride’s, and to her parents, godparents, family
and friends.

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession Saturdays
at 5.15pm and usually after weekday Mass. It is
also possible to arrange another time – have a
word with fr Brian.

HANDS – FACE – SPACE It is very important that
we continue with the COVID-19 protocols in our
church building: signing in / using the Covid-19
app and QR code, hand sanitising on entry and exit,
wearing a face mask (unless exempt) and social
distancing and ventilation of the building with
doors remaining open during Mass. The virus is
very prevalent, people are still getting ill, still
isolating. If you are not feeling well, it is advisable
to stay at home.

Please continue to wear face masks during singing
to avoid transmission of any possible aerosol
particles. This is not as we would wish it to be but
we are still living with the virus and we need to be
careful.

Junior Church / Children’s Liturgy

Typically for
children in reception to the start of year 3, during
term time at the 9.30am Sunday Mass. Information
leaflets are available in the narthex. It is very
important to complete a registration form for your
child(ren) so that we can plan age appropriate
sessions. Please put the registration form through
the letter box of no 1 Leyborne Park. We also need
more volunteers for Junior Church – to help out
once or twice per term. We had hoped to resume
Junior Church on 16 January but the current
uncertain situation with the omicron variant
makes this inadvisable. We now hope to resume
after half-term.

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion
Registration 2022 is now open and for the next
three weekends. Parents of children in year 3 and
above (who have not yet made their First Holy
Communion) who live in the parish and/or
regularly attend Mass here are invited to email the
parish kewgardens@rcaos.org.uk with
the
following information: your child’s full name and
date of birth, the school they attend and a home
contact telephone number. If your child was not
baptised at St Winefride’s, we will need a copy of
their baptism certificate by the end of January.
Registration is by email only. Many thanks and we
all look forward to our young parishioners growing
in their faith. The programme of formation starts
on Saturday 5 February in the church / hall 4-5pm.
Full details will be sent once registration is
completed.

Journeying Together The three gatherings before
Christmas have brought forth a great deal of
positive feedback which now needs to be collated
for the diocese, and, importantly, for us. This will
probably take much of January and early February.
As mentioned earlier, we hope the groups will meet
again and there will be a parish gathering to start
the process of discerning priorities for the future.
The prayer we pray at the end of Mass focusses our
attention on what is truly important: our unity in
Christ. Let us find in You our unity so that we may
journey together to eternal life and not stray from
the way of truth and what is right.

St Elizabeth’s School Reception Admissions for
2022: deadline is 15 January 2022 (this does not
apply to in-year admissions). I will be available on
Monday 10 January and Tuesday 11 January of this
week 1030-12noon to sign the Supplementary
Information Form (SIF). These are the only times I
am available this week before the deadline. Please
email the parish office to make an appointment and
please complete all the relevant sections of the SIF
before the appointment. Please also note that the
Priest is required to send the SIF directly to the
school. All good wishes to St Elizabeth’s School and
all schools as they resume for the new term.

Mass Intentions for 2022

If you know now of a
particular intention/date for the coming year
please do let fr Brian know so that he can enter it
in the Mass Intentions book. Every effort is made
to ensure intentions are celebrated on the day
requested. It is a venerable tradition to pray for the
faithful departed, especially family members and
those known to us.

Crib Offerings during the Christmas period go to
Friends of the Holy Land (FHL) and the Catholic
Children’s Society (CCS). The FHL help the
poorest Christian families, especially in and
around Bethlehem, the West Bank, Gaza and Israel.
The CCS has been doing hugely important work
during the pandemic supporting thousands of
vulnerable children and families. Their Southwark
Crisis Fund provides immediate help for local
families who are facing real hardship and have
nowhere else to turn. The crib will remain in place
until 2 February, Feast of the Presentation of the
Lord, Candlemas.

Peace Sunday is celebrated next Sunday 16
January. There will be a second collection for Pax
Christi. There are donation envelopes for Pax
Christi in the narthex. The Bishops of England and
Wales invite us to make Sunday 16 January a day
of prayer for peace and reflect on the theme Pope
Francis has chosen for the annual World Day of
Peace: Education, Work and Dialogue between
Generations: Tools for building lasting peace. The
work of Pax Christi is based on the gospel and
inspired by faith – where people can live in peace,
without fear of violence in all its forms. Rooted in
Catholic Christianity, Pax Christi works with all
who shares its values to abolish war and create
communities of peace and justice.

The Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity 18-25
January. We had hoped to have an ecumenical
service during January but this is not possible
given the current situation with Covid. We hope to
celebrate together once a new Rector of St Anne’s
is appointed. In the meantime, we continue to pray
for Unity, especially during the Octave.

Holocaust Memorial Day, Sunday 30 January 2022
Please see the notice in the narthex which has the
invitation from Richmond Synagogue and
Richmond Council to share in this important event.

Southwark Catholic Directories 2022 are available
in the narthex @ £4. Please place the money in the
wall box.

Fr Brian will be away 17-21 January. You may
remember that my uncle, Patrick Bradley, died last
year on 16 January from Covid related causes. I
will be with the family for a memorial Mass on 17
January and then have a few days holiday. I hope
to arrange a supply priest to celebrate Mass on
some of the weekdays I’m away.

Christmas Offering

Thank you all very much for
the cards and kind gifts. They are all greatly
appreciated. It is very humbling to read your
generous words. Can I also thank you very much
for the Christmas Offering which came to
£4,441.15. The breakdown is [1] £630.00 –
received directly into the parish bank account; [2]
£955.00 – contactless devices in the church; [3]
£520.00 – online weblink on website; [4] £2336.15
– collection baskets in church over 25/26
December 2021 with loose cash, Christmas
Offering envelopes and all Gift Aid Christmas
Offering envelopes. The Christmas Offering
envelopes and Contactless giving option will
remain until 16 January. Thank you all very much
for your generosity, kindness and support. It
means a great deal.
A reflection on the Baptism of the Lord by
Hippolytus of Rome (died 236) – one of the most
important Christian theologians of the second and
third centuries:
Pay close attention now, I beg you, for I want to
return to the fountain of life and contemplate its
healing waters at their source. The Father of
immortality sent his immortal Son and Word into
the world; he came to us to cleanse us with water
and the Spirit. To give us a new birth that would
make our bodies and souls immortal, he breathed
into us the Spirit of life and armed us with
incorruptibility.
Therefore in a herald’s voice I cry: Peoples of every
nation, come and receive the immortality given in
baptism. To you who have spent all your days in the
darkness of ignorance I bring the good news of life.
Leave your slavery for freedom, the tyrant’s yoke
for a kingdom, corruptibility for eternal life. Do you
wish to know how to do this? By water and the Holy
Spirit. This is to say, by the water through which we
are born again and given life, and by the Spirit who
is the Comforter sent for your sake to make you a
child of God.
(Sermon on the Holy Manifestation)

A Very Happy New Year and we all look forward to
the Lord guiding us in the life of our parish this
year. With renewed thanks and much gratitude for
all your kindness and support. fr Brian

